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 OVERSEAS PAKISTANIS PLAYING INSTRUMENTAL ROLE IN  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF COUNTRY: PRESIDENT  

President Dr. Arif Alvi has underscored the need for early initiation of the registration for Overseas Pakistanis 

to enable their participation in the polling process through i-voting in the next General Elections scheduled in 
2023. 
 
Chairing a meeting of sub-committee on Emerging Technologies in I-voting, the President said that Pakistani 
diaspora members were playing an instrumental role in the economic development of the country and they 
should be facilitated to cast their vote in line with the orders of the Supreme Court of Pakistan.  
 
President Dr. Arif Alvi said the process of the electoral reforms was the basic mandate and fundamental respon-

sibility of the Election Commission of Pakistan and the Government should provide guidance and technical support to enhance their 
capacity, as and when requested (June 6, 2021). 
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PM IMRAN KHAN URGES THE WORLD TO JOIN HANDS IN SAVING ENVIRONMENT FOR  
FUTURE GENERATIONS 

Prime Minister Imran Khan urged the world community to come together and join hands to protect the 

ecosystem, increase tree-cover and save the environment for coming generations. 
 
“It is time for the world to come together and save the environment for our future generations,” PM Imran 
Khan said while addressing the virtual launch gala of UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. Appealing to 
the world community, the Prime Minister said there was a need for all to protect ecosystem, environment 
and stop the rapid depletion of tree-cover as well as the degradation of the environment. 
 

Sharing Pakistan‟s efforts for improving the environment, Prime Minister Khan pointed out that Pakistan, as part of the UN Decade of 
Ecosystem Restoration, had so far completed the plantation of one billion trees and its target was to plant 10 billion trees. 
 
The Prime Minister added that Pakistan had also started another ambitious program of adding nine national parks to the existing 30 
national parks in the country (June 4, 2021). 
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FOREIGN MINISTER QURESHI MET AMBASSADORS OF THE EU MEMBER STATES 

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi hosted the Ambassadors of the EU member 

states at lunch at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamabad.  
 
The Foreign Minister welcomed the Ambassadors and stated that Pakistan greatly valued its relations 
with the European Union, which are based on shared values and common objectives of peace, pros-
perity and development. The Pakistan-EU relationship had strengthened steadily over the years and 
has pursued through sound institutional mechanisms and dialogue processes. The two sides elevated 
their relationship by signing the Strategic Engagement Plan (SEP) in June 2019. SEP is a forward-
looking and comprehensive framework of cooperation in diverse areas of mutual interest. 
 
The Foreign Minister highlighted that the „smart‟ COVID-19 lockdown strategy of the government to 
save lives and secure livelihoods had been very successful and led to  increase in economic activity in 
the country, including exports.  
 
Foreign Minister Qureshi expressed satisfaction at the trade and investment relations between Pakistan and the European Union. He 
also appreciated the continuation of GSP Plus status to Pakistan. The Foreign Minister highlighted the positive outlook of Pakistan‟s 
economy. He added that the growing economic trajectory coupled with extensive natural resources offered huge opportunities for en-
hanced trade, investment, and tourism. 
 
The Foreign Minister stressed the importance of economic and cultural diplomacy and called for deeper engagement between Pakistan 

and the European Union in these spheres. 
 
The Foreign Minister highlighted the grave human rights sit-
uation in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir 
(IIOJK) and underscored the importance of a peaceful solu-
tion of the Jammu & Kashmir dispute in accordance with rel-
evant UN resolutions. He dilated upon Pakistan‟s positive 
contributions to the Afghan peace process and facilitative 
role in advancing the cause of peace, stability and prosperity 
in Afghanistan, the region and beyond (January 1, 2021). 



 

 

 

FIRST ONLINE KHULI KATCHERY  WITH PAKISTANI DIASPORA IN BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG 

The Embassy of Pakistan, Brussels, organized the first online Khuli Katchery with Pakistani 

diaspora in Belgium and Luxembourg. This interaction was organized in consonance with Prime 
Minister Imran Khan‟s directions and Embassy‟s endeavours to serve the Pakistani community 
in the best possible manner.  
 
The Khuli Katchery was attended by a large number of Pakistani community members, busi-
nessmen, students and media personnel. 
 
Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua briefed the participants on the efforts being undertaken by the Embassy to extend seamless consular 
services ( January 28, 2021). 
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 THE EU REMAINS AN IMPORTANT MARKET FOR  PAKISTAN’S TEXTILE SECTOR:  AMBASSADOR 

JANJUA 

Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua, said that the textile sector of Pakistan had immense potential for further expanding its 

share in the European Union (EU) market.  He made these remarks in a virtual meeting with the CEO of Pakistan Tex-
tile Council, Ms. Saleha Asif  and other board members. 

Appreciating the performance of the textile sector during the COVID-19 Pandemic, Ambassador Janjua underscored  
that Pakistan‟s textile and apparel exports to EU had increased in recent months. 

The Ambassador said that the surge in textile exports was the result of governments‟ smart lockdown strategy, 
reopening of industry as well as recently announced energy package to help exporters recuperate from the effects 
of the pandemic.   

He said that the GSP Plus facility had been instrumental in substantial growth of Pakistan‟s exports to the EU, 

especially in the textile sector. While emphasizing the need for making the textile sector internationally competi-

tive, he stressed upon the need for innovation, value addition, diversification and modernization to make Paki-

stan‟s products more attractive (January 14, 2021). 

 



 

 
 

K A S H M I R  S O L I D A R I T Y D AY 2 0 2 1  
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In a special video message on the Kashmir Solidarity Day, Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua urged the 

international community especially the European Union, to play its role in ensuring fundamental hu-
man rights and freedoms of the Kashmiri people. 
 
In his message on the occasion, Ambassador Janjua reaffirmed Pakistan‟s unflinching support to the 
brave and resilient Kashmiri people in their struggle for freedom from illegal Indian occupation. 
 
He said that the Kashmiri people had rendered unmatched sacrifices for their legitimate right to self-
determination over the course of more than seven decades. 
 
Referring to the Indian illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August 2019, Ambassador Janjua said that 
India has changed the special status of the IIOJK and introduced a series of new domicile regula-

tions to perpetuate its illegal occupation and to change its demographic structure in contravention to the UN resolutions. 
 
Ambassador Janjua highlighted that tens of thousands of innocent people had been arbitrarily detained and thousands of young boys 
abducted and incarcerated at undisclosed locations. This was a true manifestation of Indian state-terrorism against the Kashmiris. 
 
He called for the immediate lifting of the military siege and communications blackout, rescinding India‟s illegal and unilateral ac-
tions, release of illegally arrested and incarcerated Kashmiris, repeal of the draconian laws enabling impunity to Indian occupation 
forces and access of the international human rights organizations and media, to evaluate the human rights situation in the occupied 
territory. 
 
The Ambassador reiterated Pakistan‟s continued moral, political and diplomatic support to the Kashmiri people for the realization of 
their legitimate right of self-determination as guaranteed by the UN Security Council resolutions (February 5, 2021). 
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Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua held the 2nd monthly Khuli Katchery in virtual format with Pakistani 

diaspora in Belgium and Luxembourg. 
 
The event was organized by the Embassy of Pakistan, Brussels, in line with the vision of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan, to maintain close engagement with Pakistani diaspora and provide seamless service 
delivery.  
 
In his remarks, Ambassador Janjua underscored that the issues raised and suggestions made by the 
diaspora during the first virtual interaction had already been addressed. 
 
Appreciating the community for record remittances, he urged them to benefit from the Roshan Digital 
Account facility for transfer of funds to Pakistan.  
 

 
He informed that an online session on Roshan Digital Ac-
counts would be organized by the Embassy in collabora-
tion with the State Bank of Pakistan and Habib Bank Lim-
ited, on March 6, 2021. He encouraged the community to 
participate in the event. 
 
He briefed the participants on government‟s recent initia-
tive to simplify the procedure for issuance of succession 
certificate. 
 
Ambassador Janjua explained that the legal heirs of de-
ceased Pakistanis can now obtain succession certificates 
through a quick five stage process facilitated by NADRA 
(February 26, 2021). 
 
 

 

 SECOND VIRTUAL KHULI KATCHERY WITH PAKISTANI COMMUNITY IN BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG 



 

  

W E B I N A R  O N  “ R O S H A N  D I G I TA L A C C O U N T ”   
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The Embassy of Pakistan, Brussels, in collaboration with Habib Bank Limited (HBL) and the State 

Bank of Pakistan (SBP), organized a webinar on “Roshan Digital Account” (RDA) on 6 March 2021. 

The webinar, titled “Bridging Distances” was organized to raise awareness among the Pakistani diaspora 

in Belgium and Luxembourg about the features and advantages of the RDA scheme. The webinar was 

addressed by Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua, HBL Chief Operating Officer Mr. Sagheer Mufti and SBP 

Managing Director Syed Irfan Ali. 

Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador Janjua termed RDA a timely initiative of the Government, which 

would integrate the diaspora into Pakistani banking and digital payments system by providing them a 

full range of banking services. He noted that this initiative had seen remittances of more than US$ 500 

million through opening of 93,000 accounts worldwide in the first 5 months since the inception of the Scheme. 

The Ambassador highlighted that during the first seven months of the current financial year (2020-21), remittances from Belgium and 

Luxembourg had increased by 305 percent to US$ 136.4 million. He underscored that this was the highest percentage increase and 

highest per capita remittances among the EU countries. The Ambassador 

thanked the diaspora for the record increase in flow of remittances and 

hoped that this trend would continue in the future. 

The Chief Operating Officer HBL Mr. Sagheer Mufti, spoke on RDA‟s 

wide range of benefits for the investors. The Managing Director SBP, Syed 

Irfan Ali also made a detailed presentation on key features of RDA. 

The virtual interaction was attended by a broad cross section of Pakistani 

diaspora based in Belgium and Luxemburg, including bankers, financial ex-

perts, business-persons, students, academia, and media. The participants ac-

tively participated in the discussion, asked questions about the scheme and 

appreciated the initiative.  



 

 

N AT I O N A L D AY O F PA K I S TA N  O B S E RV E D   

AT  T H E  E M B A S S Y O F PA K I S TA N ,  B R U S S E L S   

 

A flag hoisting ceremony was held at the Embassy of Pakistan, Brussels, to celebrate the Pakistan 

Day. Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua, hoisted the national flag at the Chancery building. 

The messages of President Dr. Arif Alvi and Prime Minister Imran Khan were read out on the occa-
sion. The President and Prime Minister of Pakistan in their respective messages congratulated the na-
tion and paid tributes to the dynamic and visionary leadership of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah and Allama Muhammad Iqbal. They reaffirmed their commitment to make tireless efforts to real-
ize the vision of the founding fathers to make Pakistan a social welfare state on the model of Riyasat-e
-Madina. The leaders also expressed solidarity with the people of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu & 
Kashmir (IIOJ&K) and reiterated their resolve to extend all possible political, diplomatic and moral 
support to the Kashmiri brethren in their just struggle for the UN guaranteed right to self-
determination. 

In his message, Ambassador Janjua paid homage to the historic struggle of the Muslims of the Sub-
Continent for an independent homeland, where they could live their lives with complete religious, cul-
tural and social freedoms. He stressed the importance of the vision of Poet-Philosopher, Allama Mu-
hammad Iqbal and ideals of Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, who envisaged Pakistan to be a progressive, moderate and democratic coun-
try. 

Appreciating the important role of overseas Pakistanis in the develop-
ment of Pakistan, Ambassador Janjua highlighted the steps taken by the 
government to address their issues. He encouraged the Paki-
stani diaspora in Belgium and Luxembourg to continue to play their role 
in the development and prosperity of Pakistan. 

He emphasized that Pakistan stands firmly with its Kashmiri brethren 
in their just struggle against illegal occupation by India.  

In line with the host government‟s COVID-19 Pandemic related guide-
lines, the ceremony was restricted and attended by the Embassy offi-
cials ( March 23, 2021). 
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THIRD VIRTUAL KHULI KATCHERY WITH PAKISTANI COMMUNITY IN BELGIUM AND               

LUXEMBOURG  
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Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua held the 3rd monthly Khuli Katchery in virtual format with 

Pakistani diaspora in Belgium and Luxembourg on 31 March 2021. 

 The event was organized by the Embassy of Pakistan, Brussels, in line with the vision of 

Prime Minister Imran Khan, to maintain close engagement with Pakistani diaspora and to pro-

vide top class service delivering.  

The virtual interaction was attended by diaspora members from different walks of life, includ-

ing academia, professionals, business, social services and media.  

 Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador Janjua informed the participants that the sugges-

tions and inputs received from the community members during the previous two Khuli Katch-

ery sessions, had been implemented. He underscored that the Embassy would continue to re-

main closely engaged with the community to address their issues. 

 The Ambassador appreciated the community members for participating in the webinar on Roshan Digital Account (on March 6, 

2021) and urged them to take full benefits from the scheme. The Am-

bassador also thanked the diaspora for the record increase in flow of 

remittances and hoped that this trend would continue in future. 

 In order to overcome the challenges posed by the 3rd wave of 

COVID-19, the Ambassador urged the community members to exer-

cise caution and comply with the instructions of the Belgium and 

Luxembourg governments. He also encouraged them to avoid all un-

necessary travel and get vaccinated. 

 The community members appreciated the Embassy‟s outreach efforts 

and provision of efficient consular services. 
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 E C O N O M I C  D I P L O M A C Y I S  K E Y T O  C O N S O L I D AT E  PA K I S TA N ’ S  E C O N O M I C  
O U T R E A C H  W I T H  E U R O P E  

 

Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua, held a virtual meeting with CEO of Paki-

stan Textile Council, Ms Saleha Asif, on April 7, 2021.  The meeting fo-
cused on enhancing Pak-EU trading ties.  

 

Underscoring the importance of increasing Pakistan‟s economic outreach 
with Europe, Ambassador Janjua stated that Economic Diplomacy was the 
key to consolidate and expand Pakistan‟s economic outreach in Europe.  

 

He noted that the GSP Plus Scheme had played a vital role in enhancing 
bilateral trade between Pakistan and the EU. Ambassador 
Janjua highlighted that GSP Plus has been mutually beneficial for Pakistan 
and the EU. Pakistan‟s exports to the EU had witnessed a growth of 65 per-
cent and the EU‟s exports to Pakistan had increased by 44 percent since 
inception of the GSP Plus in 2014.  

 

Commenting on the potential opportunities created by the preferential mar-
ket access, Ambassador Janjua emphasized on diversification and value addition of Pakistani exports to the EU. He assured close cooperation 
and support to Pakistani exporters.  

 

Ms. Saleha Asif appreciated the efforts of the Embassy in promoting trading relations between Pakistan and Europe.   

 



 

 

F O U RT H  V I RT U A L K H U L I  K AT C H E RY W I T H  PA K I S TA N I  C O M M U N I T Y I N    

B E L G I U M  A N D  L U X E M B O U R G  
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Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua held the 4th monthly Khuli Katchery in virtual format with Pakistani dias-

pora in Belgium and Luxembourg on 30 April 2021.   

Ambassador Janjua informed the participants that the Embassy would remain closely engaged with the 
community and continue to extend all possible services and assistance. In this regard, the Ambassador had 
assigned dedicated staff to facilitate the applicants with documentation and submission of forms.  

 

Appreciating the contributions of the Pakistani diaspora, the 
Ambassador highlighted that remittances from Belgium had 
reached US $ 176.9 million, witnessing an unprecedented in-
crease of 275 percent year on year basis.  

During the interaction, the diaspora members conveyed their 
suggestions regarding visas, NICOPs and passports. The Am-
bassador welcomed the input of the community and assured 
that their suggestions would be implemented.  

The community members appreciated the Embassy‟s outreach 
efforts and provision of efficient consular services. 
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FOREIGN MINISTER ADDRESSES THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (AFET) 

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi addressed the Foreign Af-

fairs Committee (AFET) of the European Parliament (EP) at the invitation of its 
Chair MEP David McAllister. The Foreign Minister was joined by Ms. Zartaj Gul, 
Minister of State for Climate Change; Mr. Mian Farrukh Habib, Minister of State 
for Information and Broadcasting; Malik Ehsan Ullah Tiwana, Chairman National 
Assembly Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs; Ms. Andleeb Abbas, Parlia-
mentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs; Ms. Maleeka Bokhari, Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Law and Justice; Mr. Lal Chand Malhi, Parliamentary Secretary for Hu-
man Rights; Foreign Secretary and senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs. The Foreign Minister‟s address was followed by an exchange of views with 
the Members of European Parliament (MEPs) belonging to different political 
groups. 

In his remarks, Foreign Minister Qureshi dilated upon various aspects of Pakistan-
EU relations and regional and international developments. He stated that the Paki-
stan-EU Strategic Engagement Plan (SEP) had ushered in a new phase in the part-
nership by providing a solid foundation and framework for multidimensional coop-
eration between the two sides. Highlighting the enormous potential in further expanding Pakistan-EU ties in diverse spheres, he conveyed Pakistan‟s 
readiness to continue to work for a productive and constructive partnership. 

Underscoring the importance of trade and economic cooperation, Foreign Minister Qureshi underscored that the EU‟s GSP Plus facility to Pakistan had 
been mutually beneficial and played an important role in growth of trade between the two sides. He reaffirmed Pakistan‟s commitment towards effec-
tive implementation of GSP Plus related international conventions. He also appreciated EU‟s support to Pakistan in the fight against COVID-19 Pan-
demic. 

Expressing disappointment at the adoption of a resolution by the European Parliament on blasphemy laws in Pakistan, Foreign Minister Qureshi em-
phasised the importance of understanding the special feelings and reverence Muslims have for the personality of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). Freedom of 
expression could not be used to hurt religious feelings of others and willful provocation and incitement to hatred and violence must be universally out-
lawed. The Foreign Minister stressed that xenophobia and Islamophobia were on the rise and Pakistan and the EU should work together for peaceful 
coexistence, and interfaith and cultural harmony. 

Foreign Minister Qureshi underscored that peace and stability in Afghanistan are paramount for realizing Pakistan‟s vision of regional economic inte-
gration. Pakistan wishes to see an end to the Afghan conflict through an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned negotiated political settlement. Pakistan has 
played and continues to play a key role in facilitating the Afghan peace process. Foreign Minister Qureshi maintained that the Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute remains the single biggest obstacle in the way of building durable and lasting peace in South Asia.  

The Chair of AFET, MEP David McAllister, in his remarks highlighted the importance of Pakistan-EU relations and the Parliament‟s interest in further 
strengthening this partnership. He thanked the Foreign Minister for his detailed exchange of views with AFET Committee. Members of the AFET 
Committee and heads of delegations for relations with third countries and regions participated in the session (May 26, 2021). 
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FIFTH VIRTUAL KHULI KATCHERY WITH PAKISTANI COMMUNITY IN BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG 

Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua, held the 5th monthly Khuli Katchery in a virtual format with Pakistani 

diaspora in Belgium and Luxembourg. 

The event was organized in line with the vision of Prime Minister Imran Khan, to maintain close en-

gagement with the Pakistani diaspora and to provide seamless services. 

Ambassador Janjua underscored that Khuli Katchery sessions have provided a forum for direct engage-

ment/interaction between the Embassy and the community. He emphasized that the Embassy will con-

tinue to remain closely engaged with the community to extend the best possible services and incorpo-

rate their inputs to further improve service delivery.  

Referring to the recent address of Foreign Minister, Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi to the Europe-

an Parliament‟s Foreign Affairs Committee, Ambassador Janjua highlighted that Pakistan-EU Strategic 

Engagement Plan (SEP) had ushered in a new phase in the Pak-EU partnership by providing a solid foundation and framework for 

multidimensional cooperation.  

Ambassador Janjua urged the community to take full benefit of the Roshan Digital Account. Refering to the earlier webinar on 

Roshan Digital Account arranged by the Mission in collaboration with Habib 

Bank Limited & State Bank of Pakistan in March this year, the Ambassador 

announced that the Embassy will hold a second webinar on Islamic banking 

aspects of the Roshan Digital Account, in collaboration with Mezan Bank on 

June 10 at 4 p.m. He encouraged the community members to participate in 

the webinar.  

The virtual interaction was attended by a large number of diaspora members 

from different walks of life, including students, business, social services, and 

media. 

The community members appreciated the Embassy‟s outreach efforts and 

provision of efficient consular services (May 28, 2021). 
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WEBINAR ON “ROSHAN DIGITAL ACCOUNT SHARIA COMPLIANT INVESTMENT & FINANCING                      

OPPORTUNITIES ” HELD AT PAKISTAN EMBASSY BRUSSELS 

The Embassy of Pakistan, Brussels in collaboration with the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and 

Meezan Bank Limited, organized a webinar on “Roshan Digital Account” (RDA) Sharia compli-

ant investment and financing opportunities. 

The webinar was addressed by the Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua, founding President and CEO 

Meezan Bank, Mr. Irfan Siddiqui, and SBP Managing Director Syed Irfan Ali. 

Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador Janjua termed RDA as an innovative initiative of the 

Government, which has facilitated Pakistani diaspora in sending money to their loved ones in Pa-

kistan and eased digital payment system by providing full range of banking services. He noted 

that during the first 10 months of the current financial year 2020-21 (July-April), remittances 

from Belgium and Luxembourg have increased by 270 percent amounting to the US $202.6 million as compared to the US $54.8 mil-

lion in the corresponding period of the previous financial year. 

The Ambassador thanked the diaspora for the record increase in the flow of remittances and hoped that this trend would continue in 

the future. The Ambassador underscored that the trend was a sign of confidence and trust of the overseas Pakistanis in the economic 

policies of the government. 

The founding President and CEO of Meezan Bank, Mr. Irfan Siddiqui, spoke about the wide range of benefits for the subscribers un-

der this initiative. The Managing Director SBP, Syed Irfan Ali also made a detailed presen-

tation on key features and benefits of the RDA. 

The virtual interaction was attended by a broad cross-section of Pakistani diaspora based in 

Belgium and Luxemburg, including bankers, financial experts, business persons, students, 

academia, and media. The participants actively participated in the discussion, asked ques-

tions about the scheme, and appreciated the initiative. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan had inaugurated the Roshan Digital Account scheme, in Sep-

tember 2020 to provide innovative banking solutions to millions of non-resident Pakistanis. 

More than US$ 1 billion have been remitted to Pakistan, since the launch of this facility last 

September (June 10, 2021). 

  

  

 



 

 

The Embassy of Pakistan in Brussels hosted 

an event at Pakistan House to promote Paki-
stan‟s culture and tourism potential. A large 
number of lifestyle and travel influencers having 
millions of online followers attended the recep-
tion. 

In his welcoming remarks, Ambassador Zaheer 
A. Janjua, said that Pakistan is blessed with ma-
jestic landscapes, rich and diverse culture and 
historical heritage. 

He underscored the Government‟s efforts for 
promoting tourism and development of touristic 
destinations in the country. He highlighted that 
the British Backpacker Society, Forbes and 
Conde Nast Traveler had ranked Pakistan as the 
top adventure travel destination in the world. 

Emphasizing the importance of social and digital 
media, Ambassador Janjua said that these platforms have become an essential element of our daily lives. People in Pakistan are actively using 
social media forums for sharing their perspectives on all facets of life, including culture, literature, music, movies, politics, education, health 
and tourism. 

He highlighted that the Government was also using these social media applications to enhance its outreach, disseminate policies, ensure trans-
parency and facilitate citizens, including their feedback on socio-economic issues. He invited the participants to visit Pakistan and experience 
the enchanting beauty, cultural diversity and the proverbial hospitality of Pakistan. The event also included introduction to Pakistani cuisine and 
culture. A corner was also arranged with traditional bangles and mehndi. 

The social media influencers appreciated the event and Pakistani culture and cuisine (June 14, 2021). 
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E V E N T  H O S T E D  T O  P R O M O T E  T O U R I S M  A N D  C U LT U R A L D I V E R S I T Y O F 

PA K I S TA N  



 

 

  

The Pakistan-European Union Joint Commission was held by video 

conference.  
 
The plenary of the Joint Commission was preceded by sub-group 
meetings on Development Cooperation (25 February 2021); Trade (2 
March 2021); and Democracy, Governance, Rule of Law and Human 
Rights (1 June 2021). 
 
The Joint Commission provided an opportunity to exchange views on 
all areas of cooperation between the EU and Pakistan.  
 
Pakistan underlined that the EU is a valued partner of Pakistan, being 
home to a large Pakistani diaspora, its biggest trading partner and a 
source for investment, remittances and economic assistance.  
 

 
The EU and Pakistan reiterated their commitment for the full and effective im-
plementation of the EU–Pakistan Strategic Engagement Plan (SEP), signed in 
June 2019. 
 
The Joint Commission was co-chaired by Mr. Noor Ahmed, Secretary of Eco-
nomic Affairs Division (EAD), and Mr. Gunnar Wiegand, Managing Director 
for Asia and the Pacific in the European External Action Service ZXC (EEAS).  
 
Representatives of relevant Ministries of Government of Pakistan as well as 
from the European Commission, the Ambassador of the EU to Pakistan, Paki-
stan‟s Ambassador to the EU and observers from EU Member States also partic-
ipated in the meeting.  
 
It was agreed to hold the next session of the Joint Commission in Islamabad in 
2022 (June 16, 2021). 
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Pakistan-EU Joint Commission 



 

 

 The Foreign Minister, Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi, and the European 

Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice President 
(HR/VP) of the European Commission Mr. Josep Borrell met on the side-lines of 
the Antalya Diplomacy Forum in Turkey on June 18. The two leaders discussed 
the entire spectrum of Pakistan-EU relations as well as global and regional situa-
tion, including the Afghan peace process and Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK). 
 
The Foreign Minister underscored that Pakistan-EU relations had further strength-
ened with the implementation of the Strategic Engagement Plan (SEP), signed in 
June 2019. He maintained that the SEP had ushered in a new era in bilateral ties 
and provided a solid architecture for multi-dimensional cooperation. 
 
Emphasizing the importance of bilateral trade, the Foreign Minister highlighted 
that GSP Plus had been a mutually beneficial undertaking and played an important role in the growth of trade between the two sides. He reiterat-
ed Pakistan‟s firm commitment towards the GSP Plus preferential trade regime and effective implementation of the twenty-seven related interna-
tional conventions. The two leaders also exchanged views on the Covid-19 Pandemic. Appreciating the EU‟s support, the Foreign Minister delin-
eated the steps taken by Pakistan to effectively tackle the situation. The Foreign Minister also briefed on Pakistan‟s progress towards the compre-
hensive implementation of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) Action Plan and sought the EU‟s support in the review process. The Foreign 
Minister emphasized that at a time of rising Islamophobia, racism and populism, the international community must show a common resolve 
against xenophobia, intolerance and incitement to violence on the basis of religion or belief. 
 
In the regional context, the Foreign Minister briefed on Pakistan‟s vital contributions to the Afghan peace process and stressed that the conflict 
could only be settled through an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned political process. Both sides urged all Afghan factions to seize the historic op-
portunity presented by the current peace process to settle the conflict through political means. The Foreign Minister emphasized the need for con-
tinued engagement of the international community after withdrawal of foreign forces from Afghanistan. The two sides agreed to cooperate in fa-
cilitating the peace process, resettlement of Afghan refugees, preserving the socio-political gains of the past two decades and supporting Afghan-
istan post-withdrawal. 
 
The Foreign Minister also briefed the HR/VP on the continued precarious human rights and security situation in IIOJ&K and the latest moves by 
the Indian government to perpetuate its illegal occupation. He urged the EU side to take note of the systemic and gross human rights violations in 
IIOJ&K and play its role for resolution of the dispute in accordance with the UNSC resolutions and the aspirations of the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir. EU HR/VP Borrell shared his concern on the prevailing situation in the IIOJ&K. The two leaders agreed to continue to maintain high 
level engagement to further strengthen Pakistan-EU relations. EU HR/VP Borrell extended an invitation to the Prime Minister of Pakistan for a 
working visit to Brussels. The Foreign Minister reiterated invitation to the High Representative to visit Pakistan  (June 18, 2021). 
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Foreign Minister’s meeting with EU High Representative/Vice President  
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SIXTH VIRTUAL KHULI KATCHERY WITH PAKISTANI COMMUNITY IN BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG 

Ambassador Zaheer A. Janjua, held the 6th monthly Khuli Katchery in a virtual format with Pakistani 

diaspora in Belgium and Luxembourg. 
 
Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador Janjua underscored that Khuli Katchery sessions have provided a 
forum for direct interaction between the Embassy and Pakistani community which has contributed towards 
improved service delivery. He emphasized that the Embassy will continue to remain closely engaged with 
the community to extend the best possible services by incorporating their inputs.  
 
Ambassador Janjua emphasized that despite economic decline around the world, Pakistan's economic 
growth is reflective of Government‟s sound economic recovery policies.  
 
Highlighting Government‟s measures for accelerating the post-pandemic recovery, he referred to allocation 
of Rs. 20 billion for the health sector, special package given to the construction industry, issuance of Euro-
bonds and spurring industrial growth by 3.57 percent, manufacturing by 8.77 percent, construction by 8.34 
percent and services by 4.43 percent.  
 
The Ambassador underlined that Pakistan Stock Exchange has been named as the best Asian Stock Market and the fourth-best Stock Market in 
the world. He stressed that as a result of all these measures, Pakistan recorded growth of 3.94 percent, which is almost twice the expected 
rate. The Ambassador also highlighted the success of Roshan Digital Account and Embassy‟s efforts to promote it. 
 

Appreciating Pakistani diaspora, the Ambassador highlighted that remittances 
from Pakistanis abroad have reached 29 billion, out of which $ 226 million 
have been sent from Belgium to Pakistan, witnessing an unprecedented increase 
of 246 percent, year on year basis. 
 
The event was organized in line with the vision of Prime Minister Imran Khan 
to maintain close engagement with the Pakistani diaspora and to provide seam-
less services. The virtual interaction was attended by a large number of diaspora 
members from different walks of life, including students, business, social ser-
vices, and media.  
 
The community members appreciated the Embassy‟s outreach efforts and provi-

sion of efficient consular services (June 29, 2021). 
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Hungol National Park is the largest national park 
in Pakistan, located in the Makran coastal region.  
Picture taken from: https://wander-lush.org/most-beautiful-places-
in-pakistan/   
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